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August 11, 1972

Dr. Amel Menotti
Bristol Laboratories
Syracuse, N.Y.

Dear Amel:

Many years have passed since I wes @ consultant with the sntibiotics
development program at Bristol. But I am still dismsyed and disappointed
at the gep between academic and spplied research, particulsrly in the
potential uses of idess from microbisl genetics and metabolic regulation.

Since I came out to Cslifornis 13 years ago, I have not seen much
drematic change, certoinly nothing to match the very rspid progress in
basic molecular biology of this era. Still I have continued to hope
that my own resesrch might bear some practical, humsnly useful fruits
besides its general impact on biologicsl thinking. Experience tells
thet this will not be as simple 25 some sudden intellectual inspiration;
end I am well aware of the new problems that face drug development ss
2 consequence of contemporary formulations of regulatory policy.

I was then deeply gratified to hear from my friend snd colleague(at
Berkeley) Don Glaser that he was toking part in the orgsnizstion of s
new company, CETUS which was specificslly a2imed at filling the kinds of
gaps that hed distréssed me. Besides the base in molecular biology that
most closely corresponds to my own interests, the CZTUS team also hss
perticular skills in instrumentation -- electronic, mechanicsl and com-
puter-based -- which open s new dimension inithe sutomation of screening
snd test procedures. Glaser has already demonstrated some remsrkable
achievments with an sutomated microbiologicsl facility at Berkeley.

At sny rate, while CETUS already has some products that might in-
terest you, we sre still formulsting basic research strategies, both
in the selection of the most effort-worthy problems, and in the contrasc=-
tual fresmework for pursuing them in collaborstion with established phar-
maceuticel firms. We have in mind innovations both in the search for
new sntibiotics and in the improvement of existing processes.

Fer from an imposition, I was confident that you would welcome =t
least this much informstion about these looming opportunities; snd I
have ssked Dr. Cope of CETUS to append s more detailed statement of our
plans, which are being discussed concurrently with 2 number of other
firms. If there is anything here that you would want to follow up,
you need but to c¢zll Dr. Cape who will take it from there. Fothing would
be better than a personal visit by you; and should you be in the ares,

I would look forward to seeing you again.

With best of wishes and recollections, Sincerely,

doshua Lederberg
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